
Editor’s note: The following letter to Flight Attendant Barbara Weisenburger, IOR, concerns a topic she
wishes to share with all Flight Attendants. We agreed that it was important enough to print here. - FB

Dear Fellow Flight Attendants,

I am writing to you to raise your awareness of Human Trafficking.

Sadly, every year thousands of young women and children are taken,
kidnapped, or coerced into a world of exploitation and torture. They
enter various destination cities in the U.S. and around the world by
trains, cars, and planes. Each year an estimated 18,000 innocent
victims enter the U.S. and over 300,000 children are trafficked within
our own borders.

Child Sex Tourism is on the rise in spite of the efforts of the U.S.
Government, Non-Governmental Organizations and efforts of the
global community. The fact is, this is a big business and children are
the commodity. This is a $32 billion industry second only to drug
trafficking.

In my 37 years of flying, I have encountered situations that did not
seem right. These are just a few examples. An 18-year-old boy
traveling domestically with a two day old baby. No diaper bag, no
clothes, one bottle, and two diapers in his pocket. He says he is
taking the baby to see his mother. His girlfriend could not make the
trip. I called the police on landing but he was long gone by the time
they got there.

In a departure lounge, a man and woman had a 3-year-old girl
between them crying for her mother. The man turns to the woman
and tells her to make the child shut up. I called the police.

On our Moscow trip we have young girls excited to be coming to the
U.S. because they are going to be models and work on TV. Through
the interpreter they tell us after landing in Chicago, they have to take
a bus to NYC. The truth is the girls are not going to be models; they
are to be forced into the sex trade.

This is modern day slavery. We as Flight Attendants are in a position
to help these girls and others before they become victims.

Most of you have similar stories, but did not know what you were
seeing. I have been doing volunteer work for a 501(c)(3), non-profit
group called Innocents At Risk established in 2005. They have a
public-private partnership with the U.S. Department of State and a
vast number of government and non-government agencies to raise
awareness of Human Trafficking. Together we believe that Flight
Attendants can be a first-line defense against this modern day
slavery.

A national hotline number has been established. 1-888-373-7888. I
urge you to carry this number in your wallet. If you suspect a
situation that does not seem right, this number is a tool you can use
to report situations that do not look normal. You do not have to give
your name. You can help build an information base by reporting what
you see and by calling 1-888-373-7888.

Our travel industry can play a major role in identifying and preventing
the most challenging human rights abuse of the 21st century. For
more information about Innocents At Risk and how you can help,
please contact Deborah S. Sigmund, Founder, dsigmund@eoc.net.

Innocents At Risk
1101 30th St. #500 NW
Washington, D.C. 20007
202-625-4338 Fax 202-625-4363

In addition, I would be happy to answer any questions.
(Email: communications@apfa.org and your request will be
forwarded - Editor) Together we can stop this human tragedy.

Sandra Fiorini, IOR

Dear Barbara,

I need your help!

I have spent my whole career working to eradicate breast cancer but
I am getting very frustrated that we still don’t know what causes
breast cancer or how to prevent it.

What little was being done was being done on rats and mice. When I
talked to scientists and asked why, they told me that rats are easier
and besides they did not know how to find women willing to give their
fluids, tissues, information for research. So I decided to help them.

I paired up with the Avon Foundation to form the Love/Avon Army of
Women. We are going to recruit a million women nationwide who
are willing to participate in clinical research by donating tissue, blood,
saliva, urine, ductal fluid … whatever the researcher needs for their
breast cancer study.

This is not a fundraising program nor is it another walk, run or pink
event! Those are all great but if we are going to stop breast cancer,
we need to go further than that and become part of the solution.

We are not going to collect tissue for a bank or even information for a
database. Instead, we are collecting the names of women who are
willing to give researchers exactly what they need when they need it.

It is a "just in time" operation establishing a pool of women who are
open to looking at different opportunities to be part of a breast
cancer research study.

Funded scientists will come to us needing a particular type of woman
in a particular place: for example “1000 women who are

postmenopausal and never took hormones but have taken NSAIDs
for at least ten years and are willing to give blood and ductal fluid in
Detroit.” We will review the project and then put out the call to our
million women and let them RSVP if they fit the bill and are willing to
be part of it or pass it on to a friend or family member who might fit
the criteria. If the researcher can obtain what they need themselves
then we will just send the recruits to him or her. If not we will have
the women go to one of our centers where the specimens will be
collected and shipped to the scientist. We will be the eHarmony for
research and, like eHarmony, women in the Army will be able to
choose whether they want to respond to any particular request. We
also will be fostering a partnership between the women and the
scientists through webcasts explaining the study as well as the
aggregate results of the project.

In order to find the cause of breast cancer and learn how to prevent
it, we need ALL women to be part of the research: breast cancer
survivors, high risk women, women with no risk, all ethnicities and
anyone over 18.

For this reason, we are reaching out to all the women’s organizations
we can find for help. We would like to invite you to become an
affiliate of the Love/Avon Army of Women.

Our goal is a million women willing to go Beyond the Cure to finding
the cause of breast cancer and I need your help to get there.

Thank you for all you do and all we can do together,

Susan Love MD

Love/Avon Army of Women
www.armyofwomen.org
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What does it feel like knowing you have a donated kidney?

Eric: That is a very emotional question for me. I can never – ever
– thank Cindy enough for the gift she has given me. I have no
pain, no restrictions and most of all, no dialysis. My life is
completely normal again. Not everyone gets to meet, see, touch
and talk to their guardian angel. I can.

What would you say to anyone considering making this sort
of donation?

Cindy: Do it! There is no need to be afraid. The person you donate
to becomes family whether you know the person or not. This could
be the greatest contribution you will ever make in your life.

Any final thoughts?

Eric: There are thousands and thousands of people young and
old in the United States today who suffer from kidney failure.
Kidney donation is the only way to cure this disease. I would urge
everyone to become an organ donor. You may just save a life. And
to anyone who is considering donating a kidney to a friend or
family member and is wondering if they can, you’ll never know
unless you try.

Cindy: I feel privileged to call Eric my family. He has made me
realize that life is too precious to waste on getting upset over the
little things. In our business, we are constantly faced with stressful
situations that in most cases we have no control over. Jump the
hurdle and look on the positive side. We have our lives and that is
more than some can say. Thank you Eric for giving my life
purpose. I love you.

During Eric and Cindy’s journey, a bridge was built that
allowed them to cross over from friendship to family. They
have realized tremendous medical success that improved the
quality of life for two individuals: one who now lives a life free
from restrictive treatments and pain, and another whose
brave act of kindness will inspire countless numbers of
people for years to come. Both continue to give of
themselves to improve the lives of their co-workers as well as
their neighbors. After several terms as DCA-I Chair, on
August 31, 2008, Cindy returned to flying DCA (domestic) as
a result of the reduction in force. Eric continues to serve as
the LGA Chair. He was also be able to return to flying as of
November 1, 2008.

According to the Journal of the American Medical
Association i, nearly 26 million Americans suffer from chronic
kidney disease. Kidney disease is the ninth leading cause of
death in the U.S. Thanks to over 50,000 living donors who
have donated a kidney through the National Kidney Registry
ii, thousands of lives have been changed. These donations
have allowed their recipients to live longer, happier lives, free
from the challenging routine of dialysis therapy, and free from
pain.

i The Journal of American Medical Association, May 14,
2008.
http://jama-assn.org
ii National Kidney Registry. Living Donors.
www.kidneyregistry.org/living-donors.php

WHEREAS, APFA has a long standing
history of recognizing members for
extraordinary acts and,

WHEREAS, APFA recognizes that such
extraordinary acts include but are not limited
to acts while performing the essential job
functions of a Flight Attendant and,

WHEREAS, APFA currently has no
recognition for humanitarian acts amongst
our membership at large and,

WHEREAS, Section 2.I of the APFA policy
manual allows for the awarding of special
recognition to members at the annual
awards ceremony and banquet,

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the
APFA Policy Manual Section 2 be amended
to include Section I titled Humanitarian
Award,

Section 2.I.1 the Cindy Horan Humanitarian
Award,

Section 2.I.1 (a) The Cindy Horan
Humanitarian Award may be awarded to
members who exhibit extreme acts of
selflessness, outside of the flight attendant
workplace.

Section 2.I.2 Nominations

Section 2.I.2 (a) Nominations for The Cindy
Horan Humanitarian Awards may be
considered during any meeting of the Board
of Directors so long as the meeting is at
least thirty (30) days prior to the next Annual
Convention.

Section 2.I.2 (b) Nominations shall be for
the Cindy Horan Humanitarian Award to be
presented at the next Annual Convention.

Section 2.I 3 Voting of Awards

Section 2.I.3 (a) The Cindy Horan
Humanitarian Award shall be bestowed by
two-thirds vote of the APFA Board of
Directors.

Section 2.I.4 Presentation of the Cindy
Horan Humanitarian Award

Section 2.I.4 (a) Recipients of the Cindy
Horan Humanitarian Award shall be
presented with the award along with a
written commemoration of their
Humanitarian act at the Annual Convention
in the year following their nomination and
confirmation.

WHEREAS, the APFA Board has now
created the Cindy Horan Humanitarian
Award, and

WHEREAS, Cindy Horan has performed an
extreme act of selflessness for a fellow
human being.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that
Cindy Horan be the first recipient of the
Cindy Horan Humanitarian Award.

On October 22, 2008, the second day of
the APFA Fall 2008 Special Convention,
LGA Chairperson Eric Hodgson put forth a
resolution for consideration by the APFA
Board of Directors: a resolution to
establish the “Cindy Horan Humanitarian
Award.” After Eric spoke eloquently and
emotionally on the topic, the resolution
was adopted unanimously.

A second resolution nominated Cindy
Horan (DCA) to be the first, and richly-
deserved, recipient of this award named in
her honor. Cindy will be presented with
the award and commemoration at the
APFA Annual Convention to be held in the
spring of 2009. The excerpted text of the
two resolutions is reprinted here. – Editor

Post Scriptum




